
Message from the President, Thomas Carsey: 
My greetings to all members and friends of the SPSA! 
We are excited to be back in New Orleans for 
our 2015 Meeting, especially on MLK week-end 
in the year we celebrate the 50th Anniversary of 
the Voting Rights Act. We hope you will join us as 
we return to the Hyatt Regency, which offers an 
excellent space for our conference.

Our conference continues to grow in diversity, 
quality, and attendance. Along with traditional 
panels, we continue to support the “Conference 
within a Conference” format, which lets a 
group of scholars with focus on a 

common interest meet for multiple sessions in 
the same location within the meeting. We will 
also have sections dedicated to Graduate and 
Undergraduate Student research. For a full listing 
of the sections for the 2015 Conference, please 
take a look at Page 3. 

I urge you to consider submitting a proposal for 
a paper, a panel, or even a “Conference within a 
Conference” and join us at the 2015 Conference 
next January.

86th Annual Conference
January 15 – 17, 2015  |  New Orleans, Louisiana 
The Hyatt Regency Hotel, 601 Loyola Ave.
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Call for Proposals! Deadline is August 1, 2014
Please refer to our website, 
www.spsa.net for information 
pertaining to: travel grant 
opportunities for student,  
junior faculty and international 
participants, as well as, 
registration fees, childcare 
provisions, and the host hotel. 

Purpose
Since its inception, the SPSA 
has maintained a dedication to 
the improvement of teaching 
and research in theoretical and 
practical political problems. In 
addition to hosting the annual 
conference, the SPSA publishes 

the Journal of Politics, one of 
the leading general journals of 
political science. 

History 
In 1929, the Southern Political 
Science Association became 
the first regional political 
science association. The 
original statement of purpose 
has changed very little over 
the years, remaining focused 
on improving research and 
education in the field of political 
science. The associational 
meeting has grown from 25 
attendees at the first meeting 

to recently hosting over 1,000 
fellow political scientists. 

Membership 
Membership to the Southern 
Political Science Association 
is available to professionals, 
students, and retirees. 
Membership includes a free 
subscription to the Journal 
of Politics which is published 
quarterly, as well as, discounted 
registration for the annual 
conference. Please visit our 
website, www.spsa.net, for 
current membership fees.

The Southern Political Science Association is pleased to announce that it will be hosting its 86th Annual 
Conference on January 15 – 17, 2015 at the Hyatt Regency in New Orleans, Louisiana. 

Join the SPSA in its mission to nurture an intellectually charged environment where scholars come 
together from around the world to discuss topics ranging across the entire spectrum of national and 
international political issues. 

It is our goal that participants have the opportunity to discuss ideas, theories, and research with 
colleagues within the field of political science and strive to make improvements within the discipline. 

	Click Here to 
Submit Your 
Proposal
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Stay 
Connected!

Follow us!

or find us on the web
www.spsa.net

Message from  
2015 Program Chair,  
Judith Baer:
Please join us in January 2015, as the 
Annual Meeting of the Southern Political 
Science Association will convene in New 
Orleans for the second straight year—this 
time on a holiday weekend! Being in New 
Orleans provides all attendees a great 
opportunity to combine professional 
interaction with personal pleasure. As you 
can see on Page 3, we have put together 
an outstanding Program Committee, 
which eagerly awaits your proposals for 
papers, posters, panels, roundtables, and 
mini-conferences. We also welcome you  
to volunteer to serve as chairs or 
discussants. We also have Sections 
dedicated to research by both graduate 
and undergraduate students. The 
conference is an excellent opportunity for 
students to present their first conference 
papers or posters. Please join us next 
January in the Big Easy!

Meet the 2015 Program Chair!
Dr. Judith Baer, professor of political science at Texas A&M, is a 
specialist in public law and feminist jurisprudence. Her book, Our Lives Before the 
Law: Constructing a Feminist Jurisprudence (Princeton University Press) won the 
American Political Science Association’s Victoria Schuck Award for the best book 
on women and politics published in 1999. She has been a fellow at the Woodrow 
Wilson International Center for Scholars in Washington, D.C. and a Fulbright 
Scholar in Istanbul, Turkey. Her most recent book is Ironic Freedom: Personal 

Choice, Public Policy, and the Paradox of Reform (Palgrave Macmillan, 2013.)

Dr. Baer was president of the Women’s Caucus for Political Science in 2002-2003. She was a member 
of the American Political Science Association Council from 2003 to 2005. Other professional 

activities include a term on the council of the 
Southwestern Political Science Association, a term 
as editor of the Women’s Caucus Political Science 
Quarterly, and service on the program committees 
of several national and regional associations. She has 
served on the editorial board of Women and Politics 
and is now series editor for the Greenwood Series in 
Reproductive Rights and Policy.

Before joining the Texas A&M University faculty in 
1988, Dr. Baer taught at the State University of New 
York at Albany and the California State Polytechnic 
University, Pomona. 
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SECTION NAME AFFILIATION EMAIL ADDRESS

Program Chair Judith Baer Texas A&M University j-baer@pols.tamu.edu

Bureaucratic Politics Erin Melton University of Connecticut erin.melton@uconn.edu

Caribbean and Latin American Politics Erica Moreno Creighton University erikamoreno@creighton.edu

Civic Education Robert W. Smith Savannah State University smithro@savannahstate.edu

Comparative Politics: Developing Areas Jie Lu American University jlu@american.edu

Comparative Politics: Industrial Nations William Bernhard University of Illinois at Urbana bernhard@illinois.edu

Elections and Voting Conor Dowling University of Mississippi cdowling@olemiss.edu

Federalism and Intergovernmental Relations Cynthia J. Bowling Auburn University BOWLICJ@auburn.edu

LGBT Issues, Gender, and Sexuality Christina Bejarano Kansas University cbejaran@ku.edu

Graduate Student Research  
and Career Development

Amanda Rutherford Texas A&M University arutherford@pols.tamu.edu

Interest Groups, Advocacy,  
and Political Mobilization

Matt Grossmann Michigan State University matt@mattg.org

International Politics: Conflict and Security Cigdem Sirin University of Texas, El Paso cigdemsirin@utep.edu

International Politics: Global Issues, IPE,  
and Human Rights

Erica Owen Texas A&M University EricaOwen@pols.tamu.edu

Judicial Politics Joseph Ura Texas A&M University jura@pols.tamu.edu

Legislative Politics Jordan Ragusa College of Charleston ragusajm@cofc.edu

Media and Politics Johanna Dunaway Louisiana State University jdunaway@lsu.edu

Political Methodology Tobias Heinrich University of South Carolina heinrict@mailbox.sc.edu 

Political Networks David Redlawsk Rutgers University redlawsk@rutgers.edu

Political Parties Alexander Tan University of Canterbury alexcotan@yahoo.com

Political Psychology Kerem Ozan Kalkan Old Dominion University kkalkan@odu.edu

Political Theory Jeffrey Church University of Houston jeffrey.church10@gmail.com

Positive Political Theory John Patty Washington University jpatty@wustl.edu

Presidential/Executive Politics Jose Villalobos University of Texas, El Paso jdvillalobos2@utep.edu

Public Administration  
and Public Sector Politics

Susan Miller University of South Carolina SUMILLER@mailbox.sc.edu

Public Opinion Chris Lawrence Middle Georgia State  
University

c.n.lawrence@gmail.com

Public Policy Rene Rocha University of Iowa rene-rocha@uiowa.edu

Race, Ethnicity, and Politics Stephen Nuño Northern Arizona University Stephen.Nuno@nau.edu

Religion and Politics Ryan Claassen Kent State University rclaasse@kent.edu

Research Programs, Grantsmanship,  
and Research Administration

Erik Herron National Science Foundation/
West Virginia University

erik.s.herron@gmail.com

Southern Politics Scott E. Buchanan The Citadel buchanans2@citadel.edu

State Politics Bruce Ransom Clemson University bruce@sti.clemson.edu

Teaching Political Science Shannon Jenkins University of Massachusetts, 
Dartmouth

shannon.jenkins@umassd.edu

Undergraduate Student Research  
and Teaching

James LaPlant Valdosta State University jlaplant@valdosta.edu

Urban Politics Peter Burns Loyola University, New Orleans pburns@loyno.edu

Women and Politics Melissa Haussman Carleton University Melissa.haussman@carleton.ca

2015 Program Committee
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Important Dates

Call for Proposals Deadline
August 1, 2014

SPSA Conference Hotel Rate Begins
August 1, 2014

Registration Opens
September 1, 2014

Notification of Acceptance and Rejection
September 10, 2014

Travel Grant Applications Accepted
October 1, 2014 to November 1, 2014

Preliminary Program Available
Mid – October 2014

Discounted Registration Rate Ends
December 7, 2014

Improving Research and Education in  the Field of Political Science

January 15 – 17, 2015   |   New Orleans, LA

If you are interested in participating at the 2015 Conference, please submit your abstract to
http://convention2.allacademic.com/one/spsa/spsa15

SPSA Office Hours
Monday – Friday

8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. (EDT)

Phone & Fax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              912.739.2240
E-mail. . . . . . . .       SouthernPoliticalScienceAssoc@gmail.com
Website. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                  www.spsa.net
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