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Call for Conference Participation
34th Annual Conference – October 1-2nd, 2015 – Raleigh, North Carolina

The Southern Association for Public Opinion Research (SAPOR) will hold its 34th annual conference October 1-2nd, 2015 at The City Club Raleigh in downtown Raleigh, North Carolina. SAPOR values new ideas and exploratory research with particular focus on the social, cultural, political, technological and scientific boundaries of public opinion. Students are especially encouraged to submit papers for consideration. We welcome professionals and students alike to debut their research work in an intimate, supportive and collegial setting of North Carolina hospitality.  
We are working on a full and exciting 2015 conference program.  A special feature for this year’s conference will be keynote speaker Brian Southwell, host of “The Measure of Everyday Life: Stories from Social Science” on WNCU-FM, a radio show that focuses on people, perceptions, and human behavior.   You can learn more about Brian’s show at https://www.facebook.com/MeasureRadio. As part of the conference activities, Brian will be taping interviews on site with SAPOR attendees of all levels of experience for broadcast on his show.

We invite presentations on public opinion or survey research results or experimental methodologies you have been involved with in recent years regardless of topic. We encourage participation from academia, government, private sector, and non-profit organizations engaged in gathering and analyzing opinion data.  The committee is particularly interested in presentations related to changes in Southern electorate behaviors, use of behavioral, observational and qualitative data in public opinion analysis, reporting applications of digital data visualization, new applications of probability and non-probability sampling methods, understanding and researching mobile respondents, using gaming and virtual spaces in research and respondent privacy and protection in a digital research world.  Speakers will be offered the opportunity to appear on “The Measure of Everyday Life”.
Moreover, we are excited to announce that this year’s conference will include a Hiring in Public Opinion Research Panel.  The discussion will focus on what employers look for in public opinion research, featuring human resources panelists representing companies that work on government and commercial research. 
Student Paper Competition
SAPOR will again offer its competitive $250 award for the best student–authored research paper submitted to the conference from anywhere in the United States.  The winner will also have the opportunity to be interviewed on their paper topic for Brian’s show.  The James W. Prothro competition is held by the Odum Institute for Research in Social Science at the University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill in conjunction with the conference. The awarded paper author will be provided the opportunity to present his or her findings at the conference and at the 2016 National AAPOR Conference.  All other paper submissions will automatically be considered for conference participation. 

Abstract Submission Process

Abstracts for the SAPOR 2015 conference and paper competition should be submitted electronically via email to conferencechair@sapor.us.  Abstracts for papers should be no more than 250 words in length and should be submitted by July 15, 2015 for full consideration. Each submitted abstract should include the name, mailing address, telephone number, and email address of the principal author.

